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Steering Committee Minutes
Tuesday, October 5, 2021
Via Zoom
Present: Ed Brands, Jon Anderson, Tim Lindberg, Kari Adams, Julia Scovil, Cal Mergendahl,
Rebecca Dean, Jasmine Dailey
Guest: Simón Franco
Absent: Janet Schrunk Ericksen
In these minutes: Campus Assembly secretary, approval of Steering Committee minutes,
Campus Assembly attendance, COVID policies/practices
1. Minute Taker: Kari Adams
2. Announcements
An update was provided on the progress of the subcommittee exploring the possibility of
a new Campus Assembly position. A survey was sent to committee chairs to see how
the minute-taking process is going this year to learn about practices and processes in
the committees. One preliminary conclusion is that more formality and structure is
needed. It's working this year, but it will not work permanently. A solution is needed
whether a person on each committee is elected or some other way. The subcommittee
will soon have a recommendation.
3. Approve DRAFT minutes of Steering Committee (9-21-2021)
Minutes were approved unanimously without changes. motion: Julia Scovill second: Jon
Anderson
4. Potential new method for taking attendance at Campus Assembly-Guest: Simón
Franco
Student Activities has been using the Campus Connection system (Presence) since last
year. This is an Enterprise system used by the entire University of Minnesota system
which allows tracking of attendance and enables users to create organizations (e.g.
Campus Assembly), events (e.g. Campus Assembly meeting on 10/26/2021), track
attendees, and export lists of attendees.
Presence uses the same single sign-on as other university systems and can be
accessed at morris.umn.edu/connect. Attendees create a unique QR code using the
Digital ID application. People taking attendance use the Checkpoint app to scan
attendees’ QR codes. People who do not use smartphones can be entered in the
system using their student ID or employee ID, or in the worst case, their morris.umn.edu

email address. Simón Franco and Dave Israels-Swenson are available to assist and
answer questions regarding this system.
Discussion of whether to adopt this system for taking attendance followed Simon
Franco’s presentation. We take attendance for several reasons, including knowing when
a member has missed meetings and must be removed from membership, and knowing
when we have a quorum.
Committee members were largely in favor of using this system for attendance taking,
provided that we view it as a trial run and evaluate whether it is working as expected. A
few logistical issues were noted including 1) knowing who will take attendance before
the meeting and ensuring they arrive early, 2) making sure Campus Assembly members
know this is how attendance will be taken, 3) having backup sign in sheets. It was also
noted that there may be upcoming meetings (e.g. in the event of voting on changes to
general education) for which precise knowledge of attendance is going to be very
important.
A motion was made (Julia) to use Presence for taking attendance at the next meeting of
Campus Assembly (10/26). The motion was seconded by Jon Anderson. The motion
passed unanimously.
5. New/other business
The committee discussed the UMN System email of 10/4 about new COVID practices.
Students have raised concerns about the expectation to attend class even if you have
had a close contact with someone who is positive for COVID (if fully vaccinated). We
were reminded of the MDH definition of close contact (within 6 feet, unmasked, indoors,
for at least 15 minutes).
One of the main frustrations is with the repeated, yet unexplained phrase “increased
understanding” of transmission. The concerns appear to be shared across the
membership of the committee. One suggestion for moving forward would be to bring this
issue to the Consultative Committee. Another would be to continue having COVID
updates from Bryan Herrmann at Campus Assembly. Yet another suggestion was to
invite someone from CIDRAP to attend Campus Assembly via Zoom. Concerns about
the relevance of this to Campus Assembly and campus governance were raised.
Although everyone is concerned about COVID, the policies concerning COVID are made
outside the Morris campus governance system. Campus Assembly meetings are already
often pressed for time, and this type of interaction could be more beneficial as a
separate event.
6. Adjournment: 12:40 p.m.

